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Introduction

“Lord" what do you want me to do?” is a prayer that opens the
doors of deeply knowing God and experiencing a real new life in
Him. It denotes a continuous pursuit of what our Lord wishes, not
only at every turning point in one’s life or every decision, but for
each word we utter and every action we take on a daily basis.

Living in accordance to God’s Holy Will needs us to realize that
we ought to struggle to be on the same wave length with Him. This
IS a trip that starts with the “Discovery” of the importance of living
according to His will, on to struggling with all kinds of “Obstacles,
Discouragements and Perplexities” that the evil one puts our way;
over to enjoying our Lord’s “Incentives” as we struggle to “Change
our Mindset” to gain the grace of “Wisdom”; never to fear that as
we cling to our spiritual fathers’ example and advice, “Pray as a
church with One Accord” to gain holy “Discernment”, in order that
we eventually reach the level of “Spiritual Maturity” that allows us
to always realize His Holy Will to our lives.

This book would not have been out without the faithful
enthusiasm of a group of dedicated servants who worked hard on
putting it together. Special thanks go to Mr. Guirgis Ishack, a deacon
at St. Mary’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Ottawa, who exerted great
efforts in the translation of this book. May our Lord reward all who
work for the glory of His Holy Name. Amen

Lord, help me to find out my mission in life,
Lord, open my ears and heart to listen carefully to Your Voice.

Lord, let the scales fall from my eyes, so | can see clearly like St.
Paul and live in your likeness.

Lord, let Thy kingdom come and Thy will be done.
Glory be to Your Holy Name for ever and ever, Amen.

Pray for me ...

Fr. Daoud Lamei



CHAPTER 1

The Discovery



The Discovery

Introduction:

Many people spend an entire lifetime without asking the
crucial question that Saul (St. Paul) asked the Lord:

“Lord, what do you want me to do?”

Such a question can potentially change the course of a
person's life. Even an upright person posing this question may
discover that the Lord desires of him/her something completely
different from what they had sincerely believed. Decisions which
we might have been convinced were the right ones might turn out
to have been quite different from what the Lord desires for us.

Persistently asking this important question could result in a
significant change in one’s life — as was the case with St. Paul. We
might discover that our mission in life is quite different from what
we had assumed. Asking this question repeatedly should lead to its
becoming an integral part of our prayers. We, therefore, should
seek the Lord's guidance not only for crossroad-type decisions,
e.g. marriage, emigration, or the like, but also for "simple" matters
affecting our daily life. Consequently, incorporating such a simple
question into our daily routine and daily prayers, could
conceivably lead to marked and significantly positive changes in
our lives.

Let us look and meditate this very important incident as it
happened to Saul changing his whole life to become St. Paul who
wrote the biggest part of the New Testament.

Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked
letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that
if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. (Acts
9:1&2)



The Discovery

Jewish synagogues existed in every city. The Jews sensed a
Christian infiltration from all directions — which made them very
angry, and induced them to try to stop this fast-spreading tide of
Christianity. They found a young, enthusiastic ‘terrorist’ named
Saul, who was fully convinced that Jesus of Nazareth was a mere
babbler. Being a devout Jew, Saul was angry seeing that Jesus had
many followers although (according to what he believed at that
time), His teachings disagreed with Moses’ and were against the
Jewish customs, scripture and the Law.

Being a fanatical Jew resolved to stop Christianity's tide at
any cost, even beyond Jerusalem and Judaea, Saul armed himself
with letters of recommendation to the synagogues of Damascus.
This would open the doors for him there and facilitate his
capturing those Jews who had converted to Christianity, dragging
them to imprisonment in Jerusalem. His goal was clear, and he was
fully convinced of his mission. He entreated the Lord to bless his
guest in capturing the largest possible number of Christians, and
imprisoning them, thereby fully pleasing God. He thus fully
believed that his prayers were sincere, and that he was not only
doing God’s will but even exceeding His expectations. His mission
was to find any of those who were labelled “The Way” and kill
them (Note that early Christians were labelled "*The Way,"" since
Christ said: “l am the Way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me.”)

It should be noted that Saul was driven by honest enthusiasm
for what he thought was ‘the right thing to do’ or in other words
what he thought was ‘the will of God’. He volunteered
wholeheartedly for that task and expected no personal or material
gain in return for his mission. He was a genteel Jew, and an ardent
servant eager to carry out God’s will and nothing else ...

As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly
a light shone around him from heaven. Then he fell to

the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, *'Saul, Saul,
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why are you persecuting Me?"" And he said, "*"Who are
You, Lord?"" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the
goads." So he, trembling and astonished, said, "*Lord,
what do You want me to do?"* Then the Lord said to him,
""Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do. (Acts 9:3 - 6)

Saul's stop or his abrupt awakening points to his sudden realization
that there was something terribly wrong in what he was doing and
that he was living a huge mistake.

Sometimes we are reluctant to acknowledge or face
shortcomings in our lifestyle, preferring to convince ourselves that
"all is well." We may also feel that our service should exempt us
from admitting our lifestyle's glaring fault(s). Our Lord has His
ways of giving us ‘a wake-up call’. This could come in the form
of an accident, a hardship, a significant failure in an endeavor. We
could be alerted from our slumber by a simple sermon or a prayer
striking a sensitive chord in our being causing us to make a pause
and reconsider the way we are leading our lives and to ask again:

Lord, what do you want me to do?

That was precisely what happened to Saul, when, for the first
time, he perceived the reality to which he had previously been
totally oblivious. He recognized the grave error he was living. He
seemed to be wondering: ""Everything | have been doing was
wrong. | do love God, but in the wrong way. | love Him but I
am not pleasing Him. I have been consistently doing the exact
opposite of His will, while thinking that | exceeded His
expectations!!"*

The message is that sometimes we wish neither to see nor
hear what the Lord wants to tell us. We refuse to open our eyes to
see the huge faults which the Lord wants to point out to us. This is

10
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tantamount to refusing to see Christ Himself. We fail to see reality,
preferring to retain a false image before our eyes: that of a pious,
righteous, godly and "generally acceptable” person.

We note that during Saul's encounter with Christ, our Lord
said cheerily to him:

“l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting”

As if our Lord wanted to tell Saul: *"Look at Me! | am the true
God Whom you are worshipping; | am Jesus Whom you hate™.
It should be noted that, while his love for God was intense, Saul
hated Christ with a passion. He believed that God and Jesus
weren’t One and the Same. However, Christ corrected this
misconception by saying 'l am He," meaning "'l Am God." This
reality hit Saul like a ton of bricks, as he must have wondered:
“How can the two possibly be one and the same?!”

Saul knew that God revealed Himself unto Moses saying "I Am
that I Am™ resulting in Moses falling to the ground; Saul must
have wondered, "Will God reveal Himself unto me the way He did
with Moses??"

Indeed, despite the similarity of the two revelations, the
problem was that Saul failed to see it; following his own rationale,
and firmly believing that he was pleasing God, he persecuted,
challenged and troubled Christ, on a daily basis. We sometimes
fall into the same trap, namely, we could be trying to please God
in a way that displeases Him. By routinely reciting a "standard"
prayer, and rattling off a few psalms to appease our conscience
before retiring for the day, we could actually be displeasing God
while thinking that we are doing what we “should do”, since this
would be analogous to the "Pharisee syndrome" with which Christ
was constantly faced.

God desires a responsive heart; He seeks sincere love, and
expressions of yearning to be with Him. We could thus be going
merrily down a certain path when, in fact, we would be doing
exactly the opposite of what God desires. At the extreme end of

11
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the spectrum we could, unknowingly, be persecuting our Lord. We
thus need to appreciate fully, and to concentrate on, the following:

Then Saul arose from the ground,_and when his eyes
were opened he saw no one. (Acts 9:8)

While Saul thought he could see, it turned out that he was
completely blind! Projecting this into our lives, we need to
recognize periodically that our vision is impaired. Therefore we
need to entreat the Lord regularly: ""Dear Lord, | am incapable
of seeing anything. | do not know if | am treading the right
path. | am uncertain as to whether my life pleases You or not.""

Here is an eye-opening experience that happened to a servant
who used to pay routine visits to some of the marginalized areas
of greater Cairo. He used to wonder at the very poor people who
had absolutely nothing, but always thanked the Lord. He
consistently wondered:

""Dear Lord, how can You possibly accept me in heaven?!

"I have an easy life while they don’t.

"I am enjoying good health while they are not.

"My home is air-conditioned while they don’t even have a
simple fan.

"We have food exceeding our needs while some of them
sleep in their hunger.

""My children are lacking nothing while theirs are needy in
every respect.

""Since those disadvantaged people have none of the
amenities | am enjoying, | wonder how the Divine justice
will possibly deal with me ... It would be only fair for them
to be accepted in Heaven while | may very well be rejected."

This eye-opening experience will reveal, to a sensitized
conscience, the painful reality from which we always tend to shy

12
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away. A fair God would reward some of those poor and needy
people with heaven, while denying it to some of those who lead
easy lives. This is indeed a scary perspective; an easy life is cause
for concern! Hence our Lord said:

And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God. (Matthew 19:24)

Sometimes we arrive at a crossroads, where we should stop and
re-evaluate our lives: “Does the Lord want to tell me something
that | really prefer not to hear?”

Saul spent years forging down the path of persecution. He
witnessed Stephen's stoning, and he was likely promoted as a key
persecutor of Christians. He became the official emissary to
Damascus. Nevertheless, he was consistently clueless with respect
to the disastrous path he was treading. Hence, ""But they led him
by the hand and brought him into Damascus."'

Let us ask ourselves:

- Do my prayers provide me with the answer as to what the
Lord wants me to do?

- Do my readings of the Bible provide the answer?
- Is my overall spiritual life pleasing to the Lord?

Likely, our daily routines will not provide us with a satisfactory
answer to the crucial question:

“Lord, what do You want me to do?”

We should thus ask the Lord:

- How do You want me to read the Bible, pray, or serve?
- How do You want me to prioritize?
- Whom do You want me to care for first?

13
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- How much time do You want me to allocate to work, my
family, and church service?

Prioritization in the service needs Divine Guidance. Given
the limited number of hours in the day, how can we decide between
someone in dire need but is too shy to ask, versus another who
loves to unload onto the servant's shoulders?? How can we decide
whom to visit first? In each and every step of the way, we must go
back and ask:

“Lord, what do You want me to do?”

Our Life’s Mission

Saul continued to carry out his self-stylized mission: his sole
purpose in life was to eradicate Christianity. Many years later,
though, he told Timothy:

although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and
an insolent man; but | obtained mercy because | did it
ignorantly in unbelief. (1 Timothy 1:13)

In spite of the fact that Saul's perception was severely clouded, we
have to always bear in mind that whatever he did, during this stage,
he did it with one goal in mind, i.e. to please God. He said it
clearly:

For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism,
how | persecuted the church of God beyond measure and
tried to destroy it. **And | advanced in Judaism beyond
many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
(Galatians 1: 13-14)

In our pursuit of knowing our Lord's will, we ought to adopt this
attitude of being "zealous" (enthusiastic) to actually do "His will".
It is this that will make us rest assured that our Lord will definitely
keep guiding us and will unfailingly unfold His Holy Will to us.

14
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What then is our mission in life?!! We might have
successfully fathered and raised children and grandchildren,
gained prominence in society and amassed wealth. But is this what
the Lord really expects of us?!! Most human beings, who have
passed the age of sixty or so, would have, more or less, realized
comparable accomplishments. What differentiates us from them,
having the Holy Spirit dwelling in us?!!

Maybe we neglect or avoid asking the crucial question:

""Lord, what do You want me to do?""

because we do not want to hear what He has to say or because we
are afraid we are not up to what He wishes us to be/do.

Peter was an ordinary married fisherman whose sole
preoccupation in life was to catch and sell fish. Yet the Lord's
response to Peter's "Lord, what do You want me to do?" revealed
a completely different challenge to his somewhat ‘settled’ life.
However it proved to be that he was intended to be a fisherman of
“men” rather than that of “fish”. Peter was meant to have a totally
different but infinitely better mission in life. He may not have ever
dreamt of it. But with our Lord’s help, it turned out to be a most
blessed mission that there was no way to compare it to how he
envisioned for his life.

False Accomplishments:

Although seeking to have many achievements in life is totally
legitimate and quite needed; yet one should not be fooled into
believing that those are the one and only needed for one’s life.
Self-realization, gaining money, marriage, having children, etc...
are not bad goals; however, they should not constitute our "raison
d'etre,” or become an end in themselves.
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Money

Failure to seek God's guidance in identifying their mission in
life leads many people to spend a lifetime in the pursuit of false,
misleading, or treacherous "missions," such as the accumulation
of wealth and other worldly acquisitions. They labor under the
false belief that their sole mission in life is to be a "money-making
machine." No wonder, Christ referred to money as another god:

You cannot serve God and mammon. (Matthew 6:24)

Those who pursue money as their ultimate aim in life are
always haunted by misery, regardless of the degree of wealth that
they reach.

This type of people resort to prayers only when things go
wrong, for example when their plans to make more money fail. By
praying, they are attempting to "legitimize™ or "justify"” the main
target, namely accumulation of wealth, that is totally against
Christ's will and teaching. Such a group may well include church-
going servants, who believe there is nothing fundamentally wrong
with their way of life. Their conscience is dulled. If they stopped
to sincerely re-evaluate their life’s goals and ask,

Lord, what do You want me to do?

the response will definitely be, ""What you are doing is
completely wrong — your lifestyle needs a complete overhaul!**
They need to be stopped like Saul of Tarsus.

Credentials

Studying and qualifying for academic degrees which, in turn,
open the doors for lecturing, authoring publications, and the like,
represents another perceived "mission” towards which some race.
While acquiring higher academic degrees is neither wrong nor
sinful, it should not constitute the sole or ultimate aim in life.

16
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Fame

Another group of people dedicates all their efforts towards
gaining recognition or fame in one domain or another. This may
be a scientific or social field or simply fashion or appearance;
hence, their entire life's focus is to attract others' attention or
praise.

Marriage - having children

Although noble goals, marriage and having children should
not constitute our "raison d'etre,” or an end in itself. Our life's
"mission"” should not only be "getting married and having
children.”

False Service

Sometimes we encounter members of the congregation who
are quite keen on "serving," but on their own terms, and from their
own perspective. They often have preconceived ideas on what they
should do, and how it should be done, regardless of whether their
ideas are aligned with the Lord's will or not (we should always
bear in mind that Saul considered himself a very faithful servant
of God by persecuting Christ!) Such people consider themselves
the Church's guardians; they proceed zealously with their agendas
to build, when in fact they are destroying, the church! All heresies
and schisms started the same way: people enthusiastically
attempting to accomplish their own agendas which bear no
congruence with Christ's.

Divine Light:

Our Lord sometimes chooses to penetrate forcefully into a
person's life — that could be someone fully absorbed in work,
home, wealth or other ambitions. This is Christ's way of getting
our attention, waking us up, and lovingly saving us from
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misguided, and maybe destructive, preoccupations — just as He did
with Saul.

As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly
a light shone around him from heaven. (Acts 9:3)

Saint Luke's use of the word "*suddenly** refers to the abrupt
jolt we may experience, and which Christ may drop in our path, to
alert us forcefully to wake up and turn to Him. Our Lord
oftentimes chooses to enter our life forcefully to tell us: "Stop,
think, and listen to Me this time instead of yourself, as you have
been doing for the past fifty years — enough self-talk and heed what
| have to tell you." This sudden occurrence may take the form of a
tragic incident, a brush with death, or a disastrous experience.

A military conscript tells of an incident whereby he was
advancing in a tank, alongside a fellow conscript. He suddenly felt
the compelling urge to jump out of the tank — which he did despite
his colleague's warnings. A minute later the tank blew up killing
his friend. He could never explain what happened except on the
basis of Christ forcefully stepping into his life — giving him a
second chance and a new lease on life. When Christ gives us a
second chance, we must ensure that we live from thereon in
accordance with His will. Let us start the day by entreating the
Lord: "Dear Lord, yesterday is history. | failed to do Your will.
But here | am today asking sincerely:

“Lord, what do You want me to do?”

We may get clear godly messages in our lifetime through:

A conversation with a trusted friend: Christ may send our
way a trustworthy, godly, person, relaying to us a godly
message highlighting our misguided lifestyle and urging us to
change course.

18
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A screaming message: While reading the Bible we may feel
that a specific verse "jumped out of the Bible and struck us on
the head." That verse may awaken within us feelings of guilt
and a compelling urge to effect a radical change in our life —
hence, 'suddenly a light shone around him from heaven." We
must pay immediate attention to such a message. The sudden
appearance of the Divine light resulted in a sudden change
in Saul's life. Divine Light transformed him from Saul to
Paul, from a persecutor of the Lord and His people to a
devout preacher ready to risk and give up his life for
Christ’s sake.

However, Divine Light should not be an actual encounter like that
which happened to Saul. Rather, it could come to us in varied ways
and through different spiritual media. For example:

The Light of the Word of God: Reading the Bible, especially in
seclusion, enlightens us, and enables us to see truths not previously
obvious to us — the world appears to us in a different light. We feel
we are getting closer to Christ, and our perpetual query of the reply
to “Lord what do you want me to do?” gets much closer to us.

The Light of Discipleship: The light of discipleship may shine
upon and through us, during a session with our confessor.
Listening to the man of God does not only induce our return to
Christ and live a life of repentance and piety, but it surely helps in
our ‘discovery’ of what our life is meant to be and reveals to us
our true mission.

The Light of Prayer: When we lead a life of prayer where we
seriously and sincerely ask the Lord to guide us along our lives,

19
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we constantly get messages from Him. Our Lord reveals to us
inner secrets. Those could be faults or sins we are harboring, or
they could be God-given talents that we have not utilized (but for
which we remain accountable).

Physicians possess a God-given talent. There is a big
difference though between a physician charging for his services,
simply doing his job, getting paid, and investing his money in the
bank and another physician who treats the poor free of charge, he
spends hours in the operating room trying to save a life for free,
and travels to volunteer his services to the disadvantaged. The
latter is led by God and experiences an overwhelming wave of joy,
for having faithfully invested his God-given talent in Eternity,
hence:

I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that
you must support the weak. And remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, that He said, "It is more blessed to give
than to receive.' (Acts 20:35)

We have not yet seen many of the talents buried within us. In

most cases, we tend to be like Saul who was using his talents in
a totally different way from what our Lord intended for him.

Prayer is key to make us perceive what the Lord desires for
us. In fact we sometimes fail to see clear messages that Christ had
already sent our way. We might have even interpreted things the
wrong way to justify our actions.

The Light the Eucharist:

Partaking of the Holy Eucharist should be at the center of
each Christian's life. When He knew that His hour was near, and
that He will shortly leave His apostles (in the flesh), our Lord Jesus
consecrated that Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. Our Lord had
mentioned to His apostles that there is one and only way to keep
being in close communion with Him and knowing His will for
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their lives. It is eating His Body and drinking His Blood. No
wonder the Sacrament of the Eucharist is also called in English
"Holy Communion™, i.e. it is becoming in holy communion with
the Lord and with the whole congregation of the Church.

Before Passion week, Our Lord Jesus Christ left His apostles with
some clear messages: He told His them:
A little while longer and the world will see Me no more,
but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. % At

that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in
Me, and | in you. (John 14:19)

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will
ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. (John
15:7)

And ...

And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it
to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of Me.” Likewise He also took
the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood, which is shed for you (Luke 22:
19-20)

For anyone who wishes to be sure of what our Lord wishes for
every step s/he takes along life's journey, s/he needs to be in close
""Holy Communion™ with the Lord through constantly partaking
of the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.

Being in close touch with His Word (the Bible),
conversing with Him (in prayer), resorting to one's spiritual
father for advice and eating our Lord's Body and drinking His
blood puts us on the perfect road to safely being able to know
the answer to this crucial question:

Lord! What do you want me to do?
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To recap ...

>

>

By listening to God, our life is renewed - we embark on a new
path, led by Christ.

By humbling and prostrating ourselves before God and falling
to the ground, we discover our weaknesses and shortcomings -
and death.

Outward appearances are deceiving - whether we seek to project
them, or whether others try to impress us by them.

We must ensure we know the kind, loving, forgiving,
compassionate, yet just, Christ Whom we worship.

Christ is loving and longsuffering, and desires that all be saved.

Let us discover Christ; let us get closer to Christ; let us
consistently ask

Lord, what do You want me to do?

Let us keep partaking of the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist

Let us join Job in saying:

I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now
my eye sees You. (Job 42:5)

22



CHAPTER 2

You will be told
(Discipleship)
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You will be told (Discipleship)

Here was Saul in the direct presence of our Lord. Saul fell to the
ground. He trembled. But he was smart enough to realize that our
Lord came to him with a message. Saul asked the crucial question:

“Lord, what do you want me to do?”

But our Lord chose not to reply to Saul directly. Instead, He
sufficed to have revealed Himself to Saul in a very clear way but
would not give him an answer to the question. Instead, our Lord:

Then the Lord said to him, ""Arise and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do. (Acts 9:5 & 6)

One would tend to wonder why our Lord chose not to tell Saul
what he wanted of him.
Why was there a need for an intermediary?!!

Spiritual Intermediaries (mentors)

Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes
were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand
and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was
a_certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to
him the Lord said in a vision, ""Ananias." And he said,
"Here | am, Lord. (Acts 9:8, 9 & 10)

The word "disciple™ in the underlined text does not mean one
of the twelve; rather, this label was given to any first-century
Christian who had converted from Judaism — male or female (in
Acts 9:36 we read of a disciple named "Tabitha.") According to
the Coptic Synaxarion, Ananias had been appointed by the
apostles Bishop of Damascus (this is the Coptic tradition — not
mentioned in the Acts). He was a seasoned, well-established, man
of God.
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You will be told (Discipleship)

....... and to him the Lord said in a vision, "*Ananias." And
he said, ""Here | am, Lord." So the Lord said to him,
""Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at
the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for
behold, he is praying. And in a vision he has seen a man
named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him,
so that he might receive his sight. (Acts 9:10, 11 & 12)

The fact that the Lord spoke to Ananias in a vision, without any
surprise expressed on the latter's part, is an indication of Ananias'
high spiritual level and closeness to God.

The Lord chose an indirect way for conveying to Saul His

instructions; He appeared to Saul, then to Ananias, then Saul had
to go to Ananias. There was a definite purpose for this. Christ had
a plan for the new start for Saul's life, namely, Ananias had to
indoctrinate and baptize him. We also note that Christ appeared to
Saul a second time in a vision, saying that Ananias would go to

him.

Then Ananias answered, "*Lord, | have heard from many
about this man, how much harm he has done to Your
saints in Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the
chief priests to bind all who call on Your name." But the
Lord said to him, "'Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine
to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children
of Israel. For I will show him how many things he must
suffer for My name's sake." And Ananias went his way
and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he
said, ""Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on the road as you came, has sent me that you may
receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts
9:13-17)
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You will be told (Discipleship)

Men of God have a role to play, and God, in all His humility,
will not sidestep them. For difficult cases, like Saul's, God will
take the first step, then leave the rest to His servants.

Our Lord esteems His servants, the saints; He works through
and with them, and He calls on them to participate in the salvation
of others. We also note that God's humility is such that He even
tolerated Ananias' questioning, and patiently convinced him to go
see Saul!

We should not neglect the important role that the man of God
(our confessor or spiritual guide) plays in our life. Although prayer
and the word of God are essential elements for understanding the
will of God, the third indispensable part is the man of God. The
three building blocks for knowing the Lord's will are thus:

- the presence of God (prayer & the Eucharist),
- the word of God (the Bible),

- the man of God (His Disciple the confessor or spiritual
guide).

A second point to note, with respect to choosing Ananias in
particular is that (as mentioned earlier) he was an accomplished
member of the priesthood, (having been ordained by the apostles
Bishop of Damascus). His participation in Saul's conversion was
thus necessary in order to, among other things, baptize him. Saint
Paul specifically warned Timothy against ordaining inexperienced
believers:

Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other
people's sins; keep yourself pure. (1 Timothy 5:22)

Many will argue that, since we pray, and since God answers

us through His word (the Bible), we neither need the Church, nor

intermediaries such as priests or spiritual guides. However, it was

pointed out earlier that God speaks to us through His presence
(prayer and the Eucharist), His word (the Bible) and His servants
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(the priests or spiritual guides). Furthermore, unless we consider
the Church "our mother," we cannot address God as "our Father."

It is impossible to serve within the fold of the Church, if
the Church played no role in our upbringing.

A very important point to note in Saul's story, is that he
obtained his answer only after having spent three days fasting and
praying.

Saul was famous, quite knowledgeable, well-educated, and
fully-versed in the precepts of the Old Testament. Nevertheless, he
had to appreciate the fact that his credentials were to no avail in
the New Way. He had to acknowledge his need - like we all do -
for an earthly spiritual leader, and bow his head before Ananias,
whose worldly stature was relatively much lower.

The Old Testament gives us a similar example in David, the
great king and psalmist, who had to bow his head before the
prophet Gad, and who accepted reproach from Nathan the prophet.

Our Lord's ordinance requires us to conduct ourselves in
accordance with His will — hence we pray "Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven." Since our reference point on earth is the
Church, those who choose to lead their lives outside the fold of the
Church are in direct disagreement with the Lord's will.

Discipleship to, and following in the steps of, those who lived
the Bible and preceded us, is essential. Claiming to be "the Bible's
disciples" is insufficient. How will we understand it, and how can
we apply it, without following their example?

Equally, we need the man of God to guide us to Church
membership, through which we can establish a spiritual
discipleship with the saints who preceded us. We see that, in Saul's
case, he needed Ananias to baptize him and lead him to the
Church, and he needed Barnabas to introduce him to the apostles;
otherwise, he would have most likely been rejected by believers
who, up till then, thought he had come to lead them away in chains.

27



You will be told (Discipleship)

Listening to the word of God through the Church and the men
of God protects us from obeying "voices" claiming to be God's,
while being the originators of Church schisms and heresies. Over
the past two thousand years, many strayed down this path to
perdition — and would have dragged down the Church with them.

Itis therefore crucial ""to be told what we must do** through
God's intermediary. We can never be too careful in this regard,
especially as Satan's wiles can easily trick us into believing that
we are doing "God's will" while, unknowingly, we would be
satisfying Satan's. This is precisely why Paul told Timothy:

But you must continue in the things which you have
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you
have learned them, (2 Timothy 3:14)

Our spiritual guide will teach us. We are who we are through
discipleship of the men of God. It is thus important to know "'by
whom you were told."" This is the "art" of our Orthodox Christian
living. It should be noted that in this particular respect worldly
doctrine is no different: we are shaped in our professions through
our educational instructors. So, why should we lead a different
path when it comes to our spiritual life and growth?!! Let us
always consult our spiritual father before making decisions — to
ensure that the Lord's will is being followed. Satan will not give
up his attempts to steer us away from God's will. Acting on the
pretext that we are obeying God's voice, when in fact we might not
be, carries grave risks that lead to struggles and divisions feeding
on people's pride.

One might argue that a very spiritual person, known for
performing miracles, would surely be in no need of a spiritual
guide. However, we note that all our church forefathers had
confessors, regardless of their spiritual standing. Saint John said in
this regard:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false prophets
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have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit
of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of
God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you
have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them,
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. (1 John 4:1 - 4)

False Guidance:

Christ explained this to us quite plainly:
Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from
thornbushes or figs from thistles? (Matthew 7:15 & 16)

St. John also warned us:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have
gone out into the world.(1John 4:1)
The Book of Jeremiah tells us how we can be tricked by the spirits,
and thus why we should *'test the spirits:"
And it happened in the same year, at the beginning of the
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year and
in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the
prophet, who was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the house
of the Lord in the presence of the priests and of all the
people, saying, ""Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, the God
of Israel, saying: 'l have broken the yoke of the king of
Babylon. Within two full years | will bring back to this
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place all the vessels of the Lord's house, that
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this
place and carried to Babylon. And I will bring back to
this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
with all the captives of Judah who went to Babylon," says
the Lord, 'for | will break the yoke of the king of
Babylon."* Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and in
the presence of all the people who stood in the house of
the Lord, and the prophet Jeremiah said, "Amen! The
Lord do so; the Lord perform your words which you have
prophesied, to bring back the vessels of the Lord’s house
and all who were carried away captive, from Babylon to
this place. Nevertheless hear now this word that | speak
in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: The
prophets who have been before me and before you of old
prophesied against many countries and great kingdoms-
-of war and disaster and pestilence. As for the prophet
who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet
comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom
the Lord has truly sent.”” Then Hananiah the prophet
took the yoke off the prophet Jeremiah's neck and broke
it. And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people,
saying, ""Thus says the Lord: 'Even so | will break the
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck
of all nations within the space of two full years." ™" And
the prophet Jeremiah went his way. Now the word of the
Lord came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet had
broken the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, ""Go and tell Hananiah, saying, ‘Thus says the
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Lord: "You have broken the yokes of wood, but you have
made in their place yokes of iron." For thus says the Lord
of hosts, the God of Israel: "'l have put a yoke of iron on
the neck of all these nations, that they may serve
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve
him. | have given him the beasts of the field also."" *Then
the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet,
""Hear now, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, but
you make this people trust in a lie. Therefore thus says
the Lord: '‘Behold, I will cast you from the face of the
earth. This year you shall die, because you have taught
rebellion against the Lord." ** So Hananiah the prophet
died the same year in the seventh month. (Jeremiah 28:1
- 6)

Jeremiah is telling a story about his encounter with Hananiah.
The years of captivity had already started. Daniel and all the other
young men had been taken captive, but Jeremiah was left behind
because of his old age. All the people left behind in Jerusalem were
thus wondering when the period of captivity would end, and when
the Lord would turn His anger away from them. The Lord had
already told Jeremiah that the period of captivity would be seventy
years. Nevertheless, Hananiah tried to convince Jeremiah that
captivity would be over in two years only. Jeremiah's "Amen" was
simply his way of mocking Hananiah. Hananiah was saying what
the people wanted to hear — not what the Lord said. At the same
time, the people disliked Jeremiah because he always seemed to
convey messages calling for their repentance — messages which
everyone disliked. They had even tied him up!

It is our tendency to prefer listening to optimistic,
encouraging, messages; nevertheless, it is infinitely more
important to discern those messages that the Lord is sending us, as
opposed to Satan's soothing lies.
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Therefore, if the message is coming from someone with a
proven upright track record, who is neither opportunistic nor self-
motivated, and who loves and preaches the risen Christ, then the
message is genuine. Attributes of such a man of God are listed in
the paragraphs above. We note that when St. John said we should
test the spirits, he was echoing Christ's *"You will know them by
their fruits."'

Saint Paul furthermore confirms that following false
doctrines and deceiving spirits breeds heresies, and leads to
apostasy - today's "New Age Movement” and "Mormons™ are
glaring examples:

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and
doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having
their own conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding
to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which
God created to be received with thanksgiving by those
who believe and know the truth. For every creature of
God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received
with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by the word of God
and prayer. (1 Timothy 4:1 - 5)
Saint Paul emphasizes his point further:

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to
wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,
he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with
disputes and arguments over words, from which come
envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless wranglings
of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such
withdraw yourself. (1 Timothy 6:3 - 5)

32



You will be told (Discipleship)

Our first and foremost reference should thus be the Bible -
the word of God. Our quest should be: genuine piety, pure
worship, and earnest holiness.

While Seeking the answer to

""Lord, what do You want me to do?""

We should neither be satisfied with asking a friend who loves
us, nor an intellectual person who owns a lot of worldly wisdom.

A "faithful” friend may readily side with our views, telling us
what we want to hear — or what would make us feel comfortable —
with no knowledge of Christ's teachings or the tenets of our faith.

A person who loves us might be reluctant to upset us or make
us feel uncomfortable — we would thus likely hear advice intended
to make us "feel good,"” not advice derived from prayers and
spiritual wisdom.

Characteristics of a Man of God — Spiritual Leadership:

Consulting a man of God who prays earnestly and who seeks
divine spiritual guidance from the Holy Spirit will support and
authenticate our sense of direction. His input will protect us
against our, sometimes misleading, emotions. Saint Paul
corroborates this view in his letter to the Galatians:

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my

mother's womb and called me through His grace, to

reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him among the

Gentiles, | did not immediately confer with flesh and
blood,... (Galatians 1:15 & 16)

He *did not immediately confer with flesh and blood,"

means that he consulted only with Ananias, the apostles, and

Barnabas — all of whom were men of God. Had he spoken with,

say, his relatives, they might have dismissed his account as
"hallucinations." The Jews or Greeks would have equally sought
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to discredit him. He knew for a fact that he had to seek direction
only from men of God (His true disciple).

We have the following beautiful concluding verses from the
Book of Deuteronomy and Paul's epistle to the Corinthians:
Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations. Ask your father, and he will show you; your
elders, and they will tell you.... (Deuteronomy 32:7)

For though you might have ten thousand instructors in

Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ

Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel. (1
Corinthians 4:15)

Both verses accentuate the importance of resorting to our

fathers when seeking the will of God. When we ask the Lord in

prayer, He answers through His word, the Bible, and our confessor

confirms the message. Let us ask ourselves: ""To what extent do
we heed our confessor's advice?"'

Our Church has granted us the privilege of discipleship,
shepherding and fatherhood. Let us not downplay this privilege —
rather, let us use it to our spiritual advantage in finding the answer
to this crucial question.

""Lord, what do You want me to do?"'

The Bible thus tells us that having many years' experience in
a relationship with God is important and carries much weight. In
the Coptic Church, for example, the elected pope must have spent
at least fifteen years as a monk, as a necessary condition.

In order to qualify as "a man of God," the following
requirements must be satisfied:

- aman of prayer (not simply a member of the priesthood),
- an accomplished disciple with much experience,
- aman consistently yielding to the will of God,
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- spiritual maturity,
- aflexible personality,

- full knowledge and conviction that God neither reasons
nor acts in human terms, and with God nothing is
Impossible, and has no aspirations for personal gains.

Ananias submitted to God's will, despite his apprehension of
being the first on Saul's list of Christians to be led away in chains.

A man of God will offer guidance on the basis of his own
knowledge and experience. Nevertheless, his closeness to God
should lead him to accept unusual situations that transcend human
experience.

A man of God's spiritual maturity implies that his views are
inspired by the will of God; it follows that it is inappropriate to
challenge his decisions.

Let us seek discipleship to, and constant guidance from, a
man of God or spiritual guide, who could be our confessor. He
will help us discern the Lord's voice and will.
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We may be unaware that we spent a lifetime treading the
wrong path. Our compassionate God will neither level accusations
at us, not utter threats; rather, He reveals our glaring faults
lovingly:

I am Jesus, Whom you are persecuting. (Acts 9:5)
The most beautiful response to this Divine declaration is:

Lord, what do You want me to do? (Acts 9:6)

When we ask this question, we will always find obstacles in
realizing our Lord’s will. However, we have to trust that our Lord
will never leave us to tread under those obstacles, as long as we
are honest and sincere in realizing His Will. He will perpetually
allow us to experience lots of incentives that encourage us and help
us along our struggle.

Obstacles:

While there are incentives leading us to pose this question,
there are also obstacles preventing us from asking and/or going by
what our Lord tells us to do. Some of those obstacles are:

This never occurred to us,

We are firmly convinced that we are doing the right thing,
We are confident in our ability to plan our future,

We are afraid of changing the way we are doing things,

Our logic fails to grasp the advantage of changing our ways,

vV V VYV V VYV V

Internal conflict between lusts and worldly desires on one hand
and spirituality on the other.

A\

We do not persist in asking.

A\

Our habits (laziness, procrastination, gossip, insincere prayers)
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Obstinate resistance to the voice of the Lord may be due to any

or all of the following:

Habits

It is difficult to defeat a habit which disagrees with Christ's
teaching: How can we fast when we are used to eating? How can
we be watchful when we need to sleep? How can we focus on
Christ when our thinking is always on worldly matters? Habits
steer us away from listening to God.

Customs

We often feel compelled to follow local customs, simply
because “everybody is doing it." We do not stop to ask God if that
is really what He wants us to do, or how He wants us to behave.
We should also note that generalization could be misleading.

Yet | have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose
knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has
not kissed him. (1 Kings 19:18)

Fear

Fearing to deviate from accepted worldly norms, such as
forgiving an aggressor, or not seeking material acquisitions, leads
us to ignore God's calling (when Peter feared, he started sinking).
We may also have fears of loss, of pain, and of negative people's
opinion,

Sufficiency - self-righteousness

Continuing to feel "we are good — we are doing nothing
wrong," hinders God's input; this is like having ear plugs. In
Revelation we read:
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Because you say, 'l am rich, have become wealthy, and
have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked--
(Revelation 3:17)

Human Logic

The will of God may defy human logic. Reasoning with God
and/or using mortal intelligence will deprive us from the enormous
blessing of carrying out what He wants us to do without
questioning. In the miracle of feeding the five thousand:

Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them
may have a little. (John 6:7)

Christ insisted; the resultant blessing was immeasurable. We
should eliminate from our vocabulary the expressions "That's
impossible!" and "I am simply not convinced!" It was said of
Christ that He was crazy, of Saint Paul that he had a warped mind,

and of the first Church that it was a group of idiots. That is why
Saint Paul said:

Are they ministers of Christ?--1 speak as a fool--1 am

more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure,

in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. (2
Corinthians 11:23)

Paul was telling the Corinthians that they should accept him

executing the will of God though his behavior might seem

irrational. Moses gave another perfect example: leading two

million people into the sea hardly seemed like a logical thing to
do; but that was the will of God.
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Worldly lusts and desires

Our desires and physical ambitions will create internal
conflicts against our spiritual needs. Seeking honor and prominent
positions disagrees with selflessness and humility. It is impossible
to hear the word of the Lord amidst the row of earthly desires
without first purifying our minds from its maelstrom of worldly
thoughts. It is impossible to hear "I am Jesus, Whom you are
persecuting," eliciting the response

""Lord, what do You want me to do?""

It is imperative that we eliminate all impediments to our
consistently asking God

""Lord, what do You want me to do?"

The Lord's answer to this question will lead us to do what is
required of us, and will prepare us for eternity.

Incentives

Despite any of the impediments listed above, we ought to
cling to asking this crucial question same as Saul asked it most
sincerely. We also need to take St. Paul as our role model in the
face that ever since this incident, throughout the subsequent years,
he remained committed to live in accordance with the Lord's plan
for him.

Let us contemplate some incentives that drive us to ask
this very important question:

Love

St. Paul narrated the story of his meeting with our Lord three
times (Acts 9, 22 and 26). He revealed to us in his narrative that
he did love the Lord, and that persecuting Christians did not
constitute, in his then twisted mind, anything wrong. He thought
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that he was simply doing what his rationale told him was the
correct way to serve the God Whom he worshipped.

We meet people around us who, unknowingly moved by
Satan, are serving earnestly and doing, what they wrongly perceive
as, the "will of God." Such people may be easily enlightened and
turned around by God. This is why we believe that God is capable
of working with, and through, those who persecute His children
under the guise of "love of God."

Saul was a very intelligent and knowledgeable individual,
who had studied the scriptures, and who appreciated quite well that
God appeared many times to humans such as Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob and Solomon. Nevertheless, he was shocked to discover that
the God Who appeared to him was in fact Christ Whom he hated
and was persecuting! Even more puzzling to Saul was the fact that
the Almighty God chose not to crush him; rather, He spoke to him
warmly, gently telling him that Christ loved him despite his
misguided ideas. This was evident in Christ's calling Saul by
name. Isaiah confers this meaning:

Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by
your name; you are Mine. (Isaiah 43:1)

Furthermore, St. Paul told the Galatians:
Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but
through Jesus Christ)... (Galatians 1:1)

The message that Saul understood clearly was that despite his
having persecuted Christ, Christ still loved him and invited him to
work with Him. That reality shook Paul's being to the core. Christ
fathomed Saul's heart; He knew that the spark of sincere love of
God in Saul's heart could and would be directed to fire the correct
zeal in Christ's service. Christ showed Saul that although he knew
him quite well he had yet to learn much about Christ.

Christ's love is unconditional. Humans' expressions of love,
on the other hand, are always conditional: "I love you because......"
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The more we love God, the more we would be driven by our
love to ask this crucial question:

""Lord, what do You want me to do?"'

Such a question seeks God's guidance in relationships, work,
health, and any other situation we meet throughout our life. It is
the defining line between reacting to various situations relying on
human wisdom, versus conducting oneself in accordance with
God's will. If our love for God were sufficient, that question would
preoccupy us twenty-four hours a day.

Saul's asking this question carried a commitment to do what
the Lord desires no matter what it would cost him. He,
therefore, gave up all his prior beliefs and life attitudes
succumbing totally to what our Lord instructed him to do. St. Paul
would then change his service route in accordance to what our
Lord told him to do. The abrupt, change in Saul's life, after his
encounter with Christ, during which he asked Him *"What do you
want me to do?' is evident: he turned from searching out
Christians and methodically exterminating them, to searching out
unbelievers and methodically preaching salvation to them!

We ought to be sincere in asking our Lord what He wishes
for our lives. Moreover, we need to do that with great love. In
praying, many times we recite the Lord's prayer mechanically,
failing to realize that when we say: ""Thy will be done™ we are in
fact asking our heavenly Father Whom we love and who loves us
unconditionally. We fail to realize that His response is indeed
always for our good, no matter hard it appears to be. Our lack of
trust in God’s love and our insufficient love for Him lead us to pay
insufficient attention to His will or to recite those words
mechanically without honestly wishing to know the answer.

Enlightenment

Often, we treat our Lord the same way we treat fellow
humans. It is incorrect to assume that, having committed a sin, God
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will no longer listen to our prayers. That is not the nature of God
Whom we worship. It should be noted that Christ's love for Saul
was unchecked by Saul's persistent persecutions.

It is indeed true that our Lord Jesus Christ knows, and is
interested in, every minute detail, and each passing moment, in our
lives including any good or bad. Christ's purpose, though, is
neither to compile a list of our transgressions, nor to give us
"points" each time we pray or perform a good act. This is not His
way. His love for human beings is unconditional. He will never
harbor hate or resentment against any human being even the most
wicked or evil. Saul, who used to follow the rules of the Law
meticulously, later on became St. Paul who discovered that God is
not interested in formalities, and is not a "Pharisee," Who rewards
Pharisees for memorizing, and literally following the Law.

In Matthew's Gospel we read:

He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:45)
This new, enlightening, knowledge, of Who Christ really is, makes

us ask sincerely, ""Lord, what do You want me to do?"" In this
regard, Paul told the Romans:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
(Romans 12:1 & 2)

Thus, St. Paul's main realization was that it is *"the renewing

of minds,” which motivates us to seek and follow God's will,
rather than our own. He also alerts us to, and warns us against the
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main worldly principle of conforming to “this world”, hence
being always preoccupied by asking:

What do | want to do?

This is the question driving worldly activities: | sleep or eat
whenever 1 want, | yell whenever 1 feel the urge, | seek honor,
recognition and wealth whenever | see the occasion, etc. Worldly
wisdom thus introduced the radical change: from:

"What do You want me to do?"

to

"What do | want to do?"

However, we should be fully convinced and attuned to the fact that
whatever God desires for us is infinitely better, sweeter and more
beneficial to us, than whatever our human minds can ever aspire
to achieve.

St. Paul consistently lived and preached the principles given
above, throughout his evangelical journeys. Therefore, while
admonishing the Galatians and Corinthians, he praised the
Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians, especially during his
imprisonment, for their uprightness.

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not
cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled
with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding (Colossians 1:9)

Although they were godly, St. Paul found it necessary to pray
for them, since they had not yet attained the level of enlightenment
and wisdom necessary for discerning the will of God. He

reiterates the same sentiment of unceasing prayers and
thanksgiving to the Ephesians:

..... do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention
of you in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of
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wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes
of your understanding being enlightened; that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is
the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power.
(Ephesians 1:16 - 19)

He is also telling them that they had yet to enter the beautiful land

of understanding the will of God.

Repentance & Confession

Repentance means a complete change of direction: from
persisting in following our own rationale, to asking God what He
wants and following His will. Christ told Saul:

"It is hard for you to kick against the goads.""

The goads are sharp sticks used to prod cattle for keeping
them on the right track. Ignoring (or "kicking") the goads resulted
in sharp pain; but it was this pain that helped bring back the lost
animals on track.

Christ was lovingly telling Saul that his misguided path and
continued resistance to Christ would only result in his own pain
and suffering. The message to us is that we should be alert to, and
never resist, God's prodding (that usually has the aim of putting us
on track).

Once this realization hit Paul, he never stopped racing in the
direction Christ had charted for him; he told the Corinthians and
Philippians:

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but
one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may
obtain it. (1 Corinthians 9:24)

And
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I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14)

Let us not waste our lives resisting God's calling!

In a nutshell, we should be motivated to race - but in the right
direction.

Thus Christ said:

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad
is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many
who go in by it. (Matthew 7:13)

Repentance is never complete if not coupled with the Sacrament
of Confession in which the priest practices the authority given by
our Lord to forgive sins and offers guidance to the repentant as to
how to evade such sins again.

Holy Fear

Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to
him, **Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"* And he
said, ""Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "'l am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to
kick against the goads."* So he, trembling and astonished,
said, ""Lord, what do You want me to do?** Then the Lord
said to him, ""Arise and go into the city, and you will be
told what you must do."" And the men who journeyed with
him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one.
Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes
were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand
and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:4 - 9)
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The Bible tells us that Saul “fell to the ground” and that he
was "‘trembling and astonished.” This feeling of being at once
terrified and perplexed created a lasting impression on Saul. All
the subsequent years of his life were built on that moment and
those feelings of awe (holy fear).

Adherence to an upright spiritual life is driven by this
important incentive of "Holy Fear." Although our trust in God's
mercy is necessary and well-placed, it should not lead to laxness
or complacency. A touch of "holy fear" injects more seriousness
into our lives, motivates us to seek the will of God, and lends more
urgency to our finding the answer to:

""Lord, what do You want me to do?"'

There are various factors that initiate this feeling of Holy Fear:
1. Unexpected hour:

We should be fearful about the day we will face our Lord. Fear is
instilled within us bringing about regret for our past sins, iniquities
and failure to obey God's will. We get fearful when we will realize
that if (God forbid) one’s hour is here and we are not ready, we
will end up in eternal hell. Holy fear is thus tied to past sins and
the ominous realization that soon we will have to be accountable
before the Almighty.

"We fear the past, and we fear that tomorrow will race past us just
like yesterday did....."

Since we know that this fast-approaching day is inevitable, why
wait until it is too late?!!
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2. Feeling lost:

It is very disturbing indeed, to feel that we are completely lost and
wandering aimlessly in a life that is rapidly winding down. During
their last moments, many people will yearn for a second chance to
right the wrongs they had done.

Loving God is not opposed to fearing Him. As a matter of fact both
are completely congruent. We, therefore, should be awed by His
presence during the liturgy, while praying, while reading His
word, and while serving Him.

The Conscience
Our conscience motivates us to seek the Lord's will. Saint
Paul once made a striking public confession:
Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, **Men
and brethren, | have lived in all good conscience before
God until this day. (Acts 23:1)
Blessed and happy indeed are those who have consistently pleased

their conscience, and who can boast a spotless lifetime of godly
fear.

Our forefathers agreed that *“adversary' in the following
Biblical passage refers to our conscience, which will bear witness
against us before the Holy Throne:

Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the
way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge,
the judge hand you over to the officer and you be thrown
into prison. (Matthew 5:25)

Hence, failing to 'agree with your adversary quickly,"

means "*failing to agree with your conscience" throughout your
lifetime. Also, "'lest your adversary deliver you to the judge,”
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means that your conscience will otherwise testify against you
before the Almighty Judge.

Agreeing with our conscience means we should never ignore
its prompting to do that which is right. Saint Paul said:
although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and
an insolent man; but | obtained mercy because | did it
ignorantly in unbelief. (1 Timothy 1:13)
Saul persecuted Christians in ignorance, believing that he was
really doing the will of God. From the moment he genuinely

yielded to the will of God, he **lived in all good conscience," and
he was confident of God's mercy. He went on to tell Timothy:

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom | am chief. (1 Timothy 1:15)

Our conscience will thus constantly push us to please the Lord,
and steer us to obey God, rather than our own judgment.

Speaking about his conscience once more, Paul said:

This being so, | myself always strive to have a conscience
without offense toward God and men. (Acts 24:16)

This passage carries a critical message: we can be responsive to a
sensitized conscience, or we can labor to dull our conscience
leading, ultimately, to having a dead conscience.

Alert, versus dead, conscience:

We have a choice of either training our conscience to be alert
and sensitive to the least irregularity, as opposed to giving it full
reign to "go with the flow." Examples are those who fear God and
strictly observe Christ's teachings and commandments to love,
refrain from adultery and act honestly in all they do, versus those
who accept to be swept with the generally-accepted tide of
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belligerence, fornication and dishonesty. The first group yields to
the will of God through a sensitized conscience, while the second
deliberately dull their conscience into doing and rationalizing
anything they please.

David the prophet passed through two distinct stages of his
life: in the first, his conscience was highly sensitized, while in the
second it was dead.

Then Saul took three thousand chosen men.....and went
to seek David.......So he came to....a cave.....David and his
men were staying in the recesses of the cave. Then the
men of David said to him, *"This is the day of which the
Lord said to you, "Behold, I will deliver your enemy into
your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to
you." " And David arose and secretly cut off a corner of
Saul's robe. Now...David's heart troubled him because he
had cut Saul's robe. And he said to his men, *"The Lord
forbid that I should do this thing to....the Lord's anointed,
to stretch out my hand against him.... (1 Samuel 24:2 - 6)
At this stage, David's conscience was so sensitive that his heart

troubled him for having cut off a corner of the robe of the Lord's
anointed one!

David's dead conscience — murder of Uriah the Hittite —
David had distanced himself from the Lord:

The following Biblical passage shows the remarkable change
that took place in David's conscience:

Then ... one evening ... David ... saw a woman ... and the

woman was very beautiful ... So David ...inquired about

the woman. And someone said, "'Is this not Bathsheba ...

the wife of Uriah the Hittite?"" Then David ...wrote a

letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he

wrote in the letter, saying, "'Set Uriah in the forefront of
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the hottest battle ... that he may be struck down and die."™
So it was ... Uriah the Hittite died ... David sent and
brought her [Bathsheba] to his house, and she became
his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had
done displeased the Lord. (2 Samuel 11:2 - 27)

How can one person's conscience be troubled for cutting the
hem of his master's robe, yet remain untroubled while murdering
a man for the sake of committing adultery with his wife? David's
conscience had died. Later on David woke up to his senses when
the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to reproach him. Holy fear
tempers the conscience, and sensitizes it to the voice and will of
the Lord.

+ Are the Holy Spirit and the conscience one and the same?

The Holy Spirit is not the same as the conscience. Many
unbelievers have alert consciences, but they do not have “God”
inside them. The Holy Spirit dwelling inside us sanctifies our
conscience and elevates its level of tempering and reproach,
thus prodding us to become increasingly Christ-like.
Responding to the Holy Spirit within us raises us to the level of
holiness and godliness that our Lord wishes us to have/be like.
Thus, it is not simply a matter of having good manners or a good
conscience. It is impossible for the Holy Spirit to err. The
conscience, on the other hand, could make mistakes.

The Bible tells us:

And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgment. (John 16:8)

The Holy Spirit dwelling in us will prompt us not to commit any
kind of sin. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit will provide the answer
to:
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"Lord, what do You want me to do?""

The Holy Spirit convicts on three levels:
of sin, because they do not Dbelieve in Me;"of
righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me
no more;"'of judgment, because the ruler of this world is
judged. (John 16:9 - 11)

» He convicts of sin:
Christ characterized sin as "lack of faith;" therefore, when the
Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, He is convicting us for absence of
faith. Our potential to err is eliminated by trusting Christ fully.

» He convicts us of righteousness:

Christ said, ""because | go to My Father and you see Me no
more."" The interpretation is that since Christ, the source of all
righteousness, is no longer within our field of vision, following
His resurrection, the Holy Spirit maintains Him at the fore of our
minds at all times; He thus drives us, not simply to refrain from
sin, rather, He convicts us whenever we are not Christ-like in
every aspect of life.

» He convicts us of judgment:

Since "'the ruler of this world is judged,™ our excuse that
"Satan made me do it" is unacceptable. Satan has been vanquished;
therefore, a prayer-less life, and indulgence in sin, are due solely
to laziness, negligence, and disregarding the prompting of the
Holy Spirit.

» The Holy Spirit provides the answer to "'Lord, what do You
want me to do?"
I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now.""However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He
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will speak; and He will tell you things to come.""He will
glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare
it to you. (John 16:12 - 14)

Also:

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring
to your remembrance all things that | said to you. (John
14:26)

Therefore, through the Holy Spirit, a voice within us will
steer us away from sin, guiding us to forgive, serve, reach out, and
conduct ourselves in a Christ-like fashion.

Spiritual Enthusiasm (Zeal)

Spiritual enthusiasm motivates us to seek the Lord's will.
Let us contemplate the plot against St. Paul in Jerusalem.

Seven years after Paul's encounter with Christ on the road
to Damascus, St. Paul insisted on leaving Asia and Europe and
going to Jerusalem despite attempts by his followers to dissuade
him, warning him that he would be persecuted and tortured there.

When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in
the Spirit,...to go to Jerusalem, (Acts 19:21)

Paul agreed to demonstrate to the Jews in Jerusalem that he
respected their customs; he therefore purified, in the temple, four
young men who had taken vows, and spent with them the seven
days required for purification.

Nevertheless, the Jews were dissatisfied and sought to kill
him. Having seen Trophimus, the Ephesian, accompanying Paul in
the city, they incorrectly assumed that Paul took him inside the
temple which, to them, was a criminal offence. They thus tried to
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Kill him. The Roman soldiers then rescued him from the mob and,
on the way to their barracks, the following dialogue took place:

Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he
said to the commander, ""May | speak to you?' He
replied, "*Can you speak Greek?"... Paul said, "'l am a
Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; and
I implore you, permit me to speak to the people. (Acts
21:37 & 39)
Paul testifies concerning himself and how his faith started.
Paul's wisdom was such that he addressed the Roman commander

in Greek, and the Jewish multitude in Hebrew, thereby
commanding their attention:

Brethren and fathers ... | am indeed a Jew, born in
Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our
fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are
today. | persecuted this Way to the death ... as also the
high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the
elders, from whom 1 also received letters to the brethren,
and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who
were there to Jerusalem to be punished. Now it happened,
as | journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon,
suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.
And | fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?* So | answered,
'Who are You, Lord?" And He said to me, 'l am Jesus of
Nazareth, whom you are persecuting." And those who
were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but
they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me. So |
said, 'What shall 1 do, Lord?" And the Lord said to me,
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'Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told
all things which are appointed for you to do." (Acts 22:1

-10)
The underlined text shows Paul's zeal in executing what he
thought was the will of God. Zeal, or spiritual enthusiasm, refers
to the extent of a person's keenness, or the degree of ardor in a

person's prayer or service. In a similar vein, Paul told the
Galatians:

But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and
not only when I am present with you. (Galatians 4:18)

Saint John also tells us:

Then His disciples remembered that it was written, **Zeal
for Your house has eaten Me up. (John 2:17)

Paul furthermore told the Hebrews:

Therefore, when He came into the world, He said:
""Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a body
You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. Then | said,
‘Behold, | have come-- In the volume of the book it is
written of Me-- to do Your will, O God. (Hebrews 10:5 -

7)
Paul preferred to say, concerning Christ, *"He came into the
world," instead of "He was born;" that was to dispel any doubts

about Christ's Eternal Existence. In those verses to the Hebrews,
Paul is emphasizing:

» Christ is the Most High Priest.
» Christ is the Incarnate God.
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» Christ fulfills the prophecies, and Old Testament sacrifices are
now to no avail.

» Christ's telling the Father ""but a body You have prepared for
Me" means that Christ is asking the Father for a body with
which He can complete His atoning work.

» Finally, ""In the volume of the book it is written of Me-- to do
Your will, O God' means that as stated in the prophecies, the
Person of Christ is coming into the world to do the will of God.

Christ therefore came into the world to perform zealously the will
of God. That was precisely the reason for Christ's saying:

Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me;
nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done. (Luke

22:42)

And:
But that the world may know that I love the Father, and
as the Father gave Me commandment, so | do. Arise, let
us go from here. (John 14:31)

Also:

Now My soul is troubled, and what shall | say? 'Father,
save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to
this hour. (John 12:27)

Paul thus emphasizes that sacrifices and offerings are now
obsolete, since they do not represent the will of God. Presently, the
will of God is the atoning work that Christ completed. Paul's
enthusiasm for the law was transferred to Christianity after his
transformation.

In a nutshell, zealously doing the will of God is infinitely
more pleasing to Him than sacrifices, burnt offerings, or even
giving beyond the required tithe.
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Role Model

Role models are among the most significant incentives for us
to do the Lord's will. A perfect example is that of children
watching their parents pray time and time again. This is much
more effective, especially in the long run, than simply instructing
them to pray. It is important for us to seek and follow a godly role
model — to attach ourselves to an upright person whom we love
and respect, and to follow in the footsteps of those who preceded
us to Heaven. Thus we will discern the will of the Lord. The Song
of Solomon expounds this:

The Beloved If you do not know, O fairest among women,
follow in _the footsteps of the flock, and feed your little
goats beside the shepherds' tents. (Song of Solomon 1:8)

In this respect, Saint Paul tells Timothy:

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of
life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance (2
Timothy 3:10)

We do not know the details surrounding the seven traits
which Paul itemized, but Paul was not worried, since he knew that
Timothy, after years of discipleship, would follow in his footsteps.
It should also be noted that we may be shaping our life in
accordance with a role model involuntarily, or unknowingly. The
Old Testament also gives us another perfect example, that of
Elisha following in the footsteps of Elijah.

Saint Stephen had a lasting effect on Saul:

Many scholars agree that Stephen's stoning produced an
indelible impression on Saul's mind since, thirty years later, the
latter said:

And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, |
also was standing by consenting to his death, and
58



Obstacles & Incentives

guarding the clothes of those who were killing him. (Acts
22:20)

His prayer for the Jews who tortured him was also in the same
spirit as Stephen's. We should search diligently for those whom
the Lord planted in our lives to set an example for us, and to do
His will.

To recap ...

» Holy fear is a strong drive for leading an upright spiritual life
and for seeking the Lord's will.

» Maintaining an alert conscience to the Holy Spirit's prompting
will steer us along the godly path that God desires for us.

» We must be careful not to dull our conscience; this, in turn, will
grieve the Holy Spirit Who in-dwells us.

» We must follow Christ's zeal in doing the will of God.

> Letus seek arole model and ask ourselves: "Whom did God put
in our life, whose example we should in order to do His will?"
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Perplexity &

Discouragement
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First: Perplexity

At times we may find that, despite our having asked **Lord,
what do You want me to do?"* we find ourselves perplexed. Let us
therefore look again at our biblical text:

So he, trembling and astonished, said, "'Lord, what do
You want me to do?"* Then the Lord said to him, "*Arise
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must
do." And the men who journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one. Then Saul
arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened
he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought
him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight,
and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:6 - 9)

Saint Paul's perplexity:

The full picture was by no means clear to Saint Paul, even
after he had regained his eyesight. He spent three days in utter
bewilderment, hence:

- Why was | blinded?

- Will I ever see again?

- Why did the Lord not answer me?

- Will He ever forgive me?

- Has my professional life ended?

- Is there a certain mission in store for me?

- Why did the Lord direct me to proceed to Damascus instead
of giving me directions there and then?

All those questions gave rise to perplexity. Paul encountered
Christ, and heard His voice — yet he was perplexed and, in his
mind, many questions remained unanswered.
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At the Lord's instruction, Ananias went to see Paul, baptized
him, and cured his blindness. Paul was probably reassured, and he
thought he would preach successfully in Damascus and Jerusalem.
However, he met significant resistance and adversity in both
places. He was more perplexed than ever: why did the Lord appear
to him, dispatch Ananias to heal him miraculously and tell him that
he was a chosen vessel while, on the other hand, avenues for his
service were, apparently, blocked?!! He subsequently returned to
Tarsus. We read in Acts 9:

Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill
him. But their plot became known to Saul. And they
watched the gates day and night, to kill him. Then the
disciples took him by night and let him down through the
wall in a large basket. (Acts 9:23 - 25)

In Damascus, he encountered the first problem coz when he had
come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all
afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple. He was
therefore unable to serve.

Now, in Jerusalem, they tried to kill him.

When the brethren found out, they brought him down to
Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus. (Acts 9:26, 29, 30)

They sent him back to his hometown for his apparent failure to
serve.

At the beginning of his service life, Saint Paul's feelings
resembled those of a servant who spends many months, at the start
of his service, unable to do anything. Such sentiments are quite
difficult. Paul tried to rationalize the sequence of events which had
befalle